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Chapter 1 by Elisabeth Ford 

When Ysgramor came to Tamriel inthe Merethic Era, his people brought with them a faith that 
worshiped animal gods. Foremost among all animals was the dragon, or drah-gkon in the 
ancient Nordic tongue. Occasionally the term dov-rha Is used, derived from dovah, the dragons' 
name for themselves. Using either name was forbidden to all except the Dragon Priests. Many 
of the temples built to honor the dragons survive today as ancient ruins, haunted by draugr and 
undead dragon priests. 

Dragons embraced their role as man's god-kings. In their eyes, they were clearly superior to the 
tiny, frail, and short-lived beings that worshiped them. To dragons, power equals truth, and their 
power over men was indisputable evidence of their superiority. In exchange for the obedience 
of their priests, the dragons granted small amounts of power to them, bestowing magical masks 
upon their most favored priests. In turn, the dragon priests ruled over men, wielding authority 
equal to the kings. 

In Atmora, where Ysgramor and his people came from, the dragon priests demanded tribute 
and created laws which kept the peace between dragon and man. In Tamriel, their rule was 
quite different. It's unclear if this was due to an ambitious dragon priest, or a particular dragon, 
or aseries of weak kings. Whatever the cause, the dragon priests began to rule with an iron fist, 
making virtual slaves of the rest of the population. 

When the populace rebelled, the dragon priests retaliated. The dragon priests failed to collect 
the tribute and their control over the masses began to slip. The dragons' response was swift 
and brutal. his began the Dragon War. 
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